l6                       SCAPAFLOW

The non-fulfilment of the Armistice terms would be
answered by the Allies by the blockade of Heligoland. A
few days later it was spread about Wilhelmshaven that
the North Sea river estuaries were also threatened. Were
this even just a rumour, sooner or later the Entente, to
judge by their previous behaviour and what we expected,
would stiffen their terms immeasurably. And the rumour
did not fail to have an effect on the leading over to the
Firth of Forth of the High Seas Fleet.

Out of the conditional composition of the Orders for
internment the bad faith of the Entente came clearly
forth; it was through the pressure which the Entente
could and did practise on the neutrals, that they could
find no neutral ports for the German ships. They had,
with the exception of Spain, whose harbours could not be
brought into the question for our ships, never once thought
it worth the trouble to worry over the preparation of a
neutral harbour. They were certain that they would be
able to get away with this omission concerning the
German State. The request to the Spanish Government
also was so worded that it was obvious that what was
wanted was a refusal. The Entente has left the Armistice
conditions unfulfilled and with premeditation, with the
imprisonment of the German ships at Scapa Flow.

To hasten the demanded dismantling, the ships of the
High Seas Fleet were divided between the ports of
the North Sea and Baltic corresponding to their Home
Ports. The German Naval Command thought that the
ships would leave these ports, either singly or groups,
for the voyage to the neutral ports imagined to be in
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Holland. For the dis-
mantling and for the voyage to these ports, it was essential